January 25, 2008

The General Assembly is finishing our second full week of the 2008 Legislative Session. The Session has proven to be very busy with about 150 new bills being introduced daily to the House of Delegates. I am currently working on several bills and I will keep you updated by way of this newsletter on my bills, the bill numbers and the hearing dates.

As you know, the Governor introduced his budget last week. Described by The Baltimore Sun’s editorial board as “prudent” and “cautious,” the budget restrains growth while protecting core services and preparing for the future challenges we face as a state.

I am delighted to see he continues to make public safety improvements a priority of his administration; provides support to the National Guard members returning from overseas deployment; freezes in-state tuition rates; and the development of StateStat to monitor performance and improve efficiency in State Government.

The budget holds great promise for residents of our district and other areas of the state bracing for the impact of BRAC. As introduced, the budget includes $140 million for upgrading congested intersections around our state’s bases, of which $48 million is designated for upgrades around Fort Meade. In addition, around $140 million for school construction, about two-thirds of the projects approved, will be directed towards BRAC counties.

The budget makes targeted investments to help commuters in the Baltimore-Washington corridor, including $194 million for the over-burdened MARC system. Specifically, the budget includes $52 million for new passenger coaches, $125 million for Penn Line improvements, and $17 million for Camden Line improvements. For residents of our area who use the MARC to commute into Washington, these investments will make your commute more comfortable and efficient in the coming year.

Given the global financial challenges, we must cut the budget – perhaps over a quarter of a billion dollars, in addition to the billion dollars cut in the last twelve months. As lawmakers from around the state look for ways to reduce spending, I will fight to protect the funds set aside for BRAC and transportation upgrades, because these resources directly affect our quality of life.

A QUICK LOOK AT THE FY2009 BUDGET

The budget restrains spending growth by reducing projected spending by $550 million. Directed by the legislature during the special session, this is in addition to $228 million cut by the legislature during the 2007 regular session and $280 million cut by the Board of Public Works last July. Taken together, we have slowed state spending by more than $1 billion in the past year.

The budget saves for the future by leaving $739 million in the Rainy Day Fund and a $177 million balance in the general fund. It sets aside $210 million for future retiree healthcare costs – double the amount set aside in last year’s budget.

The budget increases accountability by implementing StateStat to improve government efficiency and accountability. It funds BayStat to monitor progress in restoring the Bay’s health, and eliminates a years-long backlog of 24,000 DNA samples awaiting analysis.

The budget focuses on our core mission of improving the quality of life for Maryland families by:

    * Making record investments in K – 12 education

    * Investing in universities and community colleges

    * Creating jobs and expanding our economy

    * Protecting our environment

    * Improving public safety

	WHERE DOES THE

OPERATING BUDGET GO?
	WHERE DOES THE

CAPITAL BUDGET GO?

	25% Health

21% K – 12 education

16% Higher education

13% Transportation

6% Human resources

6% Public safety

6% Other

2% Natural resources & environment

2% Legislative, judicial, legal

2% Public debt


	1% Reserve fund 
41% Education

34% Health & environment

15% Public safety

8% Other projects

2% Economic development




HIGHER EDUCATION

Keeps higher education affordable by freezing in-state undergraduate tuition for a third consecutive year – after rising more than 40% between 2003 and 2006.

Includes $11.5 million to expand enrollment by 1,619 students at public 4-year universities.

Increases community college funding by 12% or $29.1 million and includes the largest capital allocation ever for community colleges – $81 million for 13 projects.

Provides $201.8 million in capital funding for public 4-year universities, including $62.2 million for a Pharmacy Hall addition at University of Maryland Baltimore and $39.4 million to complete the Physical Education complex at Coppin State University.

JUVENILE JUSTICE

Strengthens juvenile services by starting a 5-year, $200 million overhaul of Department of Juvenile Services facilities, beginning with new treatment and detention centers at Cheltenham.

Improves outreach with $650,000 to expand Operation Safe Kids, a violence prevention initiative for at-risk youth in Prince George’s County and Baltimore City.

VETERANS

Helps veterans make the transition from active duty to civilian life with $800,000 for a new Reintegration Program for National Guard members returning from overseas deployment and $373,000 for two new regional centers to help veterans secure their benefits and file compensation claims.

Provides $150,000 to eliminate the waiting list for the veterans of Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts scholarship program.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Modernizes technology with $1.3 million for new lab equipment and 5 positions at the State Police Lab to conduct DNA analysis and $1.8 million for installation of mobile computers in State Police vehicles to provide rapid access to law enforcement databases.

Provides $3.1 million and 53 new positions for a High Risk Offender Supervision Program and $2 million for individually fitted stab-proof vests for correctional officers.

Improves emergency response with $33.6 million for the purchase of 3 new State Police helicopters, which provide life-saving transport to Shock Trauma for the critically injured.

I hope you will find the information in this newsletter helpful. If you are interested in learning more about the budget, you can find a copy of the budget bill, fiscal briefings and detailed analyses at http://mlis.state.md.us/#budg.

Please continue to stay in touch with me and share your concerns and ideas.

Thank you for giving me the honor of serving as your representative in the House of Delegates.
